
F A M I L Y  G A T H E R I N G S

Enjoy
Conversation and
Prayer  with your

Family!

Visit the blog: 
www.stmfamily

.org and the
online packet: 

bit.ly/2C1pMjy 

SEE YOU NEXT
MONTH! 

St. Michael: 
December 1,2,3 

St. Mary:
December 9 





 Welcome back to Faith Formation! I hope you and your family have enjoyed discussing the greatest gift any of us has been given--

becoming a member of God’s family in baptism. While many of our children may not yet have received the other Sacraments of

Initiation, we should talk about their baptism in a way that reflects its importance and invites questions. Who baptized me? What day

was it? What did my godparents wear on that day? Were Mom and Dad happy on that day? Was it a sunny day? Did Dad still have

hair back then? Are there pictures? Can I see them…? It was the most important day of your child's life. Celebrate and talk about it! 

 

The earliest members of the Church were so transformed by their baptism that they told their friends about Jesus, and those people

told their friends, and so on...until the movement looked less like a small sect and more like a country in and of itself. Christ’s Body was

spreading across borders and onto new continents. How should this Church organize itself as it grew? Who should lead it? Should

there be consistencies in its worship? What prayers, rituals, and sacrifices should be considered non-negotiable for Christians? What

would be the “glue” that would hold the family together? 

 

This month, we will learn a bit about the structure of the Church, with a special focus on the centrality of the Eucharist to our

extended family. (Spoiler: the Eucharist is the glue.) We will learn how the role of Bishop was established, and how the early bishops

built the hierarchical structure of the Church. We will also discuss other ways our Church “gathers” together in its apostolates and

religious orders. Our extended family includes groups who follow a call from Jesus to use a particular charism for the benefit of others.

I hope that the sheer variety of these groups will impress upon our children the diversity of spiritualities that exist in the Church. (The

Jesuit and Franciscan traditions, for example, are quite different, while each remains 100% authentically Catholic.) 

 

Most importantly, we will emphasize that within our diverse Catholic family, each member, each “branch,” relies on the Eucharist, our

“daily bread.” Our children should know that while a bishop, friar, or monk may dress differently, or have a different role in the family

compared to us, we all come to the same table to receive the same Jesus who sustains us. Without it-- without Him-- we can do

nothing. He is the Glue. 

 

November’s key takeaways are straightforward, and flow from the above: 

Source and Summit. Saint John Paul II first used this phrase. He said that the Eucharist is “the Source and Summit of our Faith.” He

feeds our souls, weekly, even daily at Mass. This Real Presence is fundamental to understanding Catholicism. Never stop talking about

it with your children.    

 

In Persona Christi. When the Holy Spirit helped the Apostles realized that they had spent three years with The Living God, they

realized how everything he did should be used as guidance for how the Church would grow. As bishops, they saw how they should

lead the way he did, “standing in” for him, as it were. We say in Latin that he stands in persona Christi, or “in the place of Christ.” A

priest or bishop is also in persona Christi, of course, when performing sacraments, but the idea also applies to the building of the

Church’s organization and structure.  

 

One House, Many Rooms. Please understand that when we say there are diverse “spiritualities” in the Church, we do not mean that

anyone can believe anything about Jesus and be a faithful Catholic at the same time. (“Just Say No” to heresy!) We mean that there are

many ways to follow Christ within the Church, many “styles,” you might say. No one should believe that he or she is too shy, too

brash, too bookish, too...anything in order to life a life in the Church. He has a seat at the table for all of us.  

 

See you in December! 

 

 



TAKEAWAYS 
NOVEMBER 2018: 

FAMILY GATHERINGS



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

WHAT PRIEST, 
DEACON OR 

BISHOP DO YOU 
ADMIRE AND 

WHY?

WHY IS IT 
IMPORTANT 
THAT THE 

CHURCH HAS 
A 

STRUCTURE?READ MATTHEW 26: 
17-30 TOGETHER AS 
A FAMILY. THIS IS 
THE ACCOUNT OF 
THE LAST SUPPER. 

WHAT SOUNDS 
FAMILIAR TO YOU? 
WHAT IS REALLY 

HAPPENING HERE? 
WHAT WOULD IT 

HAVE BEEN LIKE TO 
BE THERE?

WHO IS YOUR 
FAVORITE SAINT AND 

WHY? RESEARCH 
SAINTS IF YOU DONT 
HAVE A FAVORITE!

WHAT DOES 'IN 
PERSONA 

CHRISTI' MEAN 
AND WHY IS IT 
IMPORTANT TO 

OUR FAITH?

WHY IS THE 
EUCHARIST THE 

SOURCE AND 
SUMMIT OF 
OUR FAITH?



November 1st ~ All Saints Day! Attend mass. It is a 
Holy Day of Obligation. Draw or print a picture of your 
favorite Saint. What do you admire about this Saint? 

We are all called to Sainthood.

LIVING LITURGICALLY

November 2nd ~ All Souls Day 
This is a special day to remember all those who have died and pray for 

their soul, especially our family members and loved ones. Take out 
photos and discuss the joy of their new life in heaven with Jesus. 

November 15th ~ St. Albert the Great 
Find an age appropriate science experiment or activity to celebrate the 

patron saint of scientist. 

November 16th ~ St. Margaret of Scotland 
In honor of St. Margaret, who gave gifts and food to those 
in need, take a feather from the turkey or consider sorting 

sorting food for those in need. 
 November 25th ~ Feast of Christ the King 

Make a cake or cookies shaped and/or decorated like a crown.



D O  M O R E ! R E A D  
S c r i p t u r e  

T h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  E u c h a r i s t : M a t t h e w  2 6 : 2 6 - 2 9  
J e s u s  g i v e s  P e t e r  t h e  K e y s : M a t t h e w  1 6 : 1 7 - 1 9  

T h e  E a r l y  C h u r c h  i n  A c t s : A c t s  2 : 4 2 - 4 7  
A c t s  6 : 1 - 9  

C a t e c h i s m  R e f e r e n c e s  
  S o u r c e  a n d  S u m m i t :  # 1 3 2 4 - 1 3 2 7  

I n  P e r s o n a  C h r i s t i :  # 1 5 4 8 - 1 5 5 1  
O n e  H o u s e ,  M a n y  R o o m s :  # 8 7 1 - 9 4 5  

 
   
 
 

   
 
 

WATCH 
Archbishop Fulton Sheen: Our Spiritual Food 

Aren't All Churches the same? 
The Call: Vocations 

 
 
 
 

CONNECT 
Access the packet online or on your mobile device:  bit.ly/2C1pMjy 

Check out the BLOG for more resources: www.stmfamily.org  
 

FORMED 
log onto www.formed.org to access free Catholic content about 

this month's topic. 
Here are some suggestions 

Presence: The Mystery of the Eucharist 
Symbolon Session 8: Why Do I Need the Church? 

The Birth of the Franciscans 
Lectio: Peter 

 
 

http://www.stmarynh.org/home/180014793/180014793/index.html
https://stmfaithform.wordpress.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKJt6sJuezk&t=29s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5G_6I4DIIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xM1pg6flA80
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2nd 3rd 4th 6th 10th

12th 13th 15th 17th 18th

19th 24th 25th 26th 31st

Every Sunday

s11th and 12th

Grade Bible

Study Cotter Hall 

7-8:30pm

Preschool Bible

Story time 

Drouin Hall 

10-11:30am

WyldLife

Michael House 

 7-8:30pm

Mom to Mom 

Michael House 

9:30-11am

Preschool Bible

Story time 

Drouin Hall 

10-11:30am 

Humanae Vitae 

Drouin Hall 

7-8:30pm 

 

First Reconciliation

Parent Gathering

Rectory  

7-8:30pm 

10th Grade

Confirmation Parent

Meeting Cotter Hall 7-

8pm

Trent Horn

Church/ 

Cotter Hall  

9am-4pm

Homeschool

Group Drouin

Hall 2pm

Preschool Bible Story

time 

Drouin Hall 

10-11:30am 

Humanae Vitae 

Drouin Hall 

7-8:30pm

Preschool Bible Story time 

Drouin Hall 

10-11:30am 

Humanae Vitae 

Drouin Hall 

7-8:30pm

WyldLife

Michael

House 

7-8:30pm

3rd Grade

Confirmation

Parent Gathering

Rectory  

7-8:30pm

Middle School

Youth Group

Michael House 

7-8:30pm

Rock Paper

Scripture 

Michael House

6-7:30pm

Team Jesus 9am and 11am mass 

High School Youth Group Michael House 6:30pm

 All Saints Eve 

Do you have

a favorite

Saint?



All Saints Day 

On the feast of All Saints, we honor those men and women who—whether they’ve been 
canonized or not—have led lives of heroic virtue that set an example for all Christians. Saints 
are big dreamers. They believe that with God on their side, no one and nothing can stop them. 
Saints are go-getters. They don’t wait for someone else to do good first; they jump right in. 
Saints are love-bringers. They try to see Christ in every person and every situation. Saints tell us 
what matters most in life is not what we earn or own, not the job we have or the people we 
know. What really matters is how much we love God, others, and ourselves, and how well we 
show that love in all we do.

• Do you have a Patron Saint? 
• Are you named after a particular Saint? 
• Do you admire a particular Saint? 
• If you were going to interview your favorite saint (someone you have read about or have 

known), what do you think that person would say in answer to the following: What made 
you strong in faith?  

LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD  
“There is no Holy One like the LORD; there is no Rock like our God.” (1 Samuel 2:2)  

A ROCK CONTEMPLATION As a future saint, take a rock and hold it. Touch it; feel it; weigh it in 
the palm of your hand. Do you ever think of God as your “rock”? Many of the saints did. Imagine some things 
about the rock or stone you are holding that might “speak” to you of God. Maybe some of those things are its 
strength, its solidity, or the fact that it lasts. Continue to examine the rock as you reflect on these qualities  

LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD  
Jesus said, “Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his 
house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. But it did not collapse; 
it had been set solidly on rock.” (Matthew 7:24–25)  

BUILT ON A ROCK  
Saints are people who build their faith on a firm foundation. That foundation is Jesus Christ. They know he will 
not let them down. They rely on him as their strength and their protection.  

Do you feel that way about Jesus? Maybe you would like to paint a word or a symbol on your rock to remind you 
to build your life, as the saints did, on Christ. Keep the rock in a place where you will see it often.


